
“If there is no one else in the 
park, why does it matter if 
my dog is off-leash?” 
 

The impacts dogs have on park land and 
the environment occur even when no one 
else is present in the park. 

Dog use has a cumulative effect – 

impacts occur from your dog, plus all 

other off-leash dogs. 

When dogs are off-leash, even if no one 

says anything, people do see it and it 

does keep other people from using the 

park. 

Allowing your dog off-leash also creates 

the impression for other dog owners that 

off-leash use is okay, even when it’s not. 

On natural area trails and paths, it’s 

especially important for dogs to be on 

leash because activity is confined to a 

narrow trail. 

 

 

 
 

 

How can I help? 

Report incidents to 311  

or email 311@toronto.ca 

 Give details: date, time of day, type 

of dog, location, description of the 

person. 

 Contact your local councillor (even 

if the park is in a different ward). It is 

up to City Council to provide adequate 

funds for bylaw enforcement and 

protection of natural areas. 

 If you speak out about this issue, the 

more likely the City is to act. Reports 

to 311 help bylaw officers do their 

work more effectively. 

 If you give your name to 311, it will be 

kept in confidence and only given to 

the bylaw officer. You can also call 

311 anonymously. 

 Do not engage in direct conflict with 

other park users. 

 If you want to take photos, do so with 

caution. Let 311 know that photos are 

available on request. 

 

 
 

ProtectNatureTO: We are a group of concerned 

park users whose goal is to protect wildlife and 
preserve and enhance remaining natural areas in 
the city by advocating for responsible use. 06.2016-1 

 

 

 

Love Your Dog? 
 

 

 

Love Nature? 
 

 
 

 

Find out how you can enjoy and 

help care for both! 
 

DRAFT SAMPLE 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/91736
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/91736
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/91736


 

About Dogs & Wildlife 
 

Did you know? 
 
Unleashed / uncontrolled dogs can 

cause serious damage to wildlife 

and their habitats. 

Wildlife see dogs as natural predators. 

Disturbance by dogs causes stress and 

triggers reactions that can lead to harm 

and/or death. 

Dogs can disturb nesting areas and 

damage sensitive wildlife habitat. 

Ground-nesting birds are particularly 

vulnerable.  

Dog urine "marks" the territory, 

which can make it undesirable or 

uninhabitable for wildlife.  

Unleashed dogs can chase and injure 

(or even kill) squirrels, ducks and other 

wildlife. 

Dog traffic, digging and urine/feces 

inhibit the growth of young trees and 

ground layer plants, leaving the bare 

earth open for invasive plants such as 

dog-strangling vine and garlic mustard. 

Dog fur and paws pick up seeds, which 

can spread invasive plant species. 

Groundwater and water bodies can 

become contaminated and sensitive 

shorelines eroded and degraded. 

                         

 
 

TAKE THE PLEDGE! 

As dog owners, we want to be good 

guardians for our pets. Similarly, 

we all share the responsibility of being 

good stewards for wildlife and 

their habitats in Toronto. Therefore 

we accept reasonable regulation 

of recreational activities that impact 

natural spaces in our city. 

We agree to practice 

Low-Impact Dog Walking. 

 

How to Practise 

Low-Impact Dog Walking 

 Use a designated off-leash area when 

you want your dog to run free. This is the 

only place in a park where your dog may 

be off-leash. Be sure to follow the Code 

of Conduct for Off-Leash Areas.  

 Everywhere else in a park, your dog 

must be on-leash.  

 Keep your dog under your control at all 

times.  

 Do not ever let your dog chase wildlife.  

 Avoid going close to waterfowl and other 

birds. 

 Keep your dog out of wetlands, creeks 

or bodies of water. 

 When you walk through natural areas, 

be as quiet as possible. Stay on trail to 

avoid trampling plants and compacting 

the soil. 

 Always pick up after your pet and 

dispose of the poop in the proper 

receptacle.  

 Respect other park users. 

 Be the eyes and ears for the park. 

Contact 311 to report park abuses, 

911 for emergencies. 

 
 

 


